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'Research should be practised like religion' 

TNN | Oct 17, 2014, 02.19 AM IST 

CHANDIGARH: The national discussion meet on 'Research Innovation and Work-plan' began at Panjab University (PU) on 

Thursday with All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) chairman S S Mantha delivering the inaugural address. 

 

Vice chancellors and deans from various leading universities and research institutes of the country and heads of a few 

regulatory bodies are participating in the two-day meet. PU vice chancellor Arun Kumar Grover, DUI AK Bhandari, dean 

research Lalit K Bansal and a number of PU fellows, teachers, researchers and students also took part in the day long 

discussions. 

 

Describing research and innovation as a growth vehicle, Mantha said research was the heart while innovation was the 

soul. "Together the growth vehicle will speed up and in the absence of either, it would sputter and backfire," he added. 

He said that research was a philosophy and needed to be practised like religion. 

 

"Many students in IT and technical colleges undertake copy-paste jobs while developing their projects as part of their 

curriculum but it doesn't help," Mantha said. The AICTE chairperson said that with the advent of cloud, the Ministry of 

Micro, Small and Medium Enterprise should share its data with AICTE. "AICTE, in turn, could encourage colleges to 

occupy and script their enterprise applications on a piece of cloud that they could acquire to be used as their lab. Let 

each college buy a piece of the cloud that propagates millions of nurseries with a potential to raise the MSMEs and spur 

innovation to deliver quicker, better and more competitive products from the MSMEs," he added. 

 

Mantha added that the shackles of regulatory systems needed to be broken and free enterprise allowed to promote 

research and innovation. "We need to create ecosystems that enable environments to flourish in research and 

innovation in our institutions. We need to define dynamic structures that bring out the best in our youth," he added. 

 

IIT JEE Preparation Trend: More Students Ready 

to Drop-a-Year for IIT 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/iit-jee-preparation-trend-more-students-ready-to-drop-a-year-for-iit/ 

More and more students are choosing to drop a year and concentrate on IIT JEE entrance exam. Shashi 

Mehrotra, an IIT aspirant from Delhi says, “I attempted JEE last year but failed to make it to the IITs. I can 

make only one more attempt and I want to make best of it. I have dropped a year so that I can concentrate on 

JEE preparation and clear the exams this year.” 

Enrolments at coaching institutes see many repeaters. Madhur Suhaga, an IIT coaching institute owner, shares, 

“The trend of dropping a year to prepare for IIT JEE is more prevalent in metros like Delhi, Mumbai, Pune and 

Nagpur. It is worth too if students really achieve their goals and get an IIT seat.” 

Some students prefer to take admissions in college and preparing for JEE exam simultaneously though. Riddhi 

Garg says, “If you take admission in a college, you at least have a backup plan in case you fail to clear the JEE 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/iit-jee-preparation-trend-more-students-ready-to-drop-a-year-for-iit/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/iit-jee-2014-top-4-myths/
http://www.prepsure.com/news/iit-jee-how-to-crack-jee-without-coaching-classes/
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Advanced exam. But I am going to make a second attempt as my first preference has always been to study at 

IIT.” 

Swaroop Sharma who cleared JEE Main last year but failed to clear the JEE Advance exam is also taking a 

second dig at the exam. “This year, I want to score more and get into an IIT,” he says. There are other students 

too who dropped a year to try for a higher rank this year. 

Director of Aakash Educational Services Aakash Chaudhary says,”Every year, around 30% to 40% of JEE 

exam takers are repeaters. Many of them manage to qualify the exam too. However, most of the JEE toppers are 

often first-timers.” 

Government finds UGC ‘redundant’ 
— By FPJ Bureau,  October 16, 2014 12:02 am  

http://freepressjournal.in/government-finds-ugc-redundant/ 

New Delhi : A Supreme Court bench headed by chief justice H L Dattu adjourned to October 29 a case of 

private universities’ recognition on finding the centre taking a stand against the University Grants Commission 

(UGC), instead of defending it. 

UGC officials expressed surprise over the government’s stand in court instead of backing the commission, and 

pointed out that an earlier high court order had already reduced the commission’s powers to direct deemed 

universities and private institutions to maintain standards of education, infrastructure and staff. 

The confusion arose when additional solicitor general (ASG) P S Patwalia told the SC that the UGC had 

become redundant on account of the earlier decision of the single-judge bench of the Karnataka high court that 

struck down as unconstitutional, the 2010 regulations to bring deemed and to-be-deemed institutions under the 

purview of commission. In the same breath, Patwalia said the centre has appealed in the Karnataka High Court 

against the judgment of the single-judge bench and it may transfer the case to the Supreme Court, once the 

appeal is admitted by the high court. 

The apex court was hearing a set of petitions filed by Tamil Nadu-based institutions referring to the Karnataka 

high court order and questioning how two sets of rules could apply to colleges within Karnataka and Tamil 

Nadu. The ASG supporting the HC ruling prompted senior advocate K K Venugopal, who was appearing for 

one of the petitioners to tell the court that “it goes in my favour.” 

Never held that UGC has become redundant: HRD 

ministry 

Thursday, 16 October 2014 - 9:14pm IST | Place: New Delhi | Agency: PTI  

http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-never-held-that-ugc-has-become-redundant-hrd-ministry-2026757 

The HRD Ministry on Thursday said that at no point of time it has held that the UGC has become redundant. In 

a statement, the ministry said that reports of the Centre saying in the Supreme Court on October 14 that UGC 

has become redundant are "absolutely incorrect, misrepresented and misleading and intended to create a 

negative perception of the government". "The HRD Ministry has at no point of time held that UGC is redundant 

either in their affidavit or in the counsel's argument," the statement added. 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/jee-advanced-2014-toppers-prefer-iit-bombay/
http://freepressjournal.in/government-finds-ugc-redundant/
http://www.dnaindia.com/india/report-never-held-that-ugc-has-become-redundant-hrd-ministry-2026757
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The apex court was hearing petitions filed by two Tamil Nadu-based institutions - SRM Deemed to be 

University and Manakula Vinaygar Academy of Higher Education - in a matter concerning UGC's power to 

regulate deemed universities and private institutions. The Karnataka High Court had quashed the regulations. 

Referring to the high court order, these two institutes had raised questions on how two sets of rules could apply 

to colleges within Karnataka and colleges in Tamil Nadu. In connection with the matter, Additional Solicitor 

General (ASG) Paramjit Singh Patwalia had submitted before the court that there have been two distinct views 

held by the two esteemed high courts of Madras and Karnataka respectively on the Institutions (Deemed to be 

Universities) Regulations, 2010 which have given two different judgments, one upholding the regulations and 

the other quashing them. 

"Therefore the allegation that the Centre has argued that the order of the High Court of Karnataka is applicable 

to the rest of the country is misleading," the statement said. It said the government has already filed its appeal in 

the Karnataka High Court challenging its order quashing the regulations. The ASG has also sought the 

permission of Supreme Court to transfer the appeals which are pending in Karnataka High Court to Supreme 

Court to adjudicate on the matter in the interest of maintenance of quality of higher education imparted by 

institutions Deemed to be Universities.  

Centre opposes Karnataka HC order on UGC powers 

to regulate deemed 

Bangalore/New Delhi: The Centre has opposed the Karnataka High Court order denuding the UGC's power to regulate 

deemed universities and private institutions saying that it would render the institution redundant.  

 

Appearing before a Supreme Court bench headed by Chief Justice H L Dattu, Additional Solicitor General P S Patwalia 

submitted although 2010 UGC Regulations - by which the higher education regulator imposed its authority over deemed 

and to-be-deemed institutions - had been declared unconstitutional by the Karnataka High Court it would be applicable 

across the country.  

 

"When Parliament enacts a law, it operates across the country. If the High Court has struck down a Parliament-enacted 

law, the order will operate pan-India," he said.  

 

The apex court was hearing petitions filed by two Tamil Nadu-based institutions - SRM University and Manakula 

Vinaygar Academy of Higher Education.  

 

Referring to the Karnataka HC order, they raised questions on how two sets of rules could apply to colleges within 

Karnataka and colleges in Tamil Nadu.  

 

A single-judge bench of the Karnataka HC struck down the Regulations on the ground made out by seven private 

universities that the Regulations cannot apply retrospectively to structures or buildings existing prior to 2010.  

 

The order was challenged before a division bench and the matter is still pending before the HC 

 

 

http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/karnataka
http://www.dnaindia.com/topic/colleges
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